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On July 29th 1914, the worldâ€™s peace was shattered as the artillery of the Austria-Hungary

Empire began shelling the troops of the country to its south. What followed was like a row of falling

dominoes as one European country after another rushed into war. Soon most of Europe was

fighting in this calamitous war that could have been avoided. This was, of course, the First World

War. But who could have guessed that on December 25 the troops would openly defy their

commanding officers by stopping the fighting and having a spontaneous celebration of Christmas

with their "enemies"?
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American Library Association* "Well organized and clearly written, this presentation vividly portrays

the context and events of the Christmas Truce." -- Booklist, starred review*"Drawing on a wealth of



primary sources, from letters home, diaries and recollections of combatants to archival photographs

and prints, the author allows the principles to speak...he leaves kids with the provocative thought

that war need not be inevitable, that the truce 'offered reassurance that a kinder, humane spirit

could prevail.'" -- Kirkus Reviews, starred review

On July 29, 1914, the world's peace was shattered as the artillery of the Austro-Hungarian Empire

began shelling the troops of the country to its south. What followed was like a row of falling

dominoes as one European nation after another rushed into war. Soon most of Europe, and other

faraway countries joined in this calamitous conflict that could have been avoided.But who would

have guessed that, on December 25, the troops would openly defy their commanding officers by

stopping the fighting -- and spontaneously celebrating Christmas with their "enemies."In a stunning

narrative illustrated with archival photos, two-time Newbery Honor Book author Jim Murphy weaves

the voices of World War I soldiers with historic background and riveting accounts of a miraculous

Christmas Truce. This beautiful, heartrending narrative will remind everyone how brotherhood and

love reach far beyond the boundaries of politics and war -- and how history can teach us life-altering

lessons, even today.

I had hoped this would be a book for my entire family to read, but there are rather graphic pictures

included. I don't agree with the 8-12 age range. My teenage son really enjoyed it, and it was

appropriate for him. I advise parents read it over first.

Gave me some new information on World War I

This was a great story about the Christmas spirit overcoming the darkness of war. The drawings

and photographs are the best I've seen. You won't want to read it to your students, but I summarize

and show the pictures. If you love history WWI, this is a great resource.

One page was stuck to another; but otherwise the book was in good shape. I am really pleased with

the book's content.

Sent as a gift! Well received!

Good read, fast shipment!



Every war buff needs this book on their shelves. Shows us the humanity that can shine through in

the spirit of the holidays.

My son, who reads pretty fast anyway, read this in a day. He says it is "very good", which is a lot

from a 14 year old.
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